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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDALR is not an ordinary patent dici It is posed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 


Agents wanted Chino, California 











Telephone Sidney 4237 44 years in the Steamship Business 


H. STRUCKHOFF 
Agent for all Steamship Lines 


Tickets at lowest rates to and from any port in Europe 


Travelers’ checks sold Money transmitted to Europe 
3554 California Avenue St. Louis, Mo. 
On Bellefontaine car line south Passengers rendered every assistance 





For Sale — A 24-acre farm, with a 7-room house 
electrically lighted. Near Catholic Church and Sisters’ 
school. One and one-half miles from Benedictine College, 
Conception, Missouri. Will give immediate possession. 

For further information address: 
Box 43, Clyde Missouri 
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Most Wonderful Premium Offer 


Our most won- 
derful premium ever 
offered is a dainty, 
pearl rosary. This 
very rosary has been 
sold in deparment 
stores, jewelry and 
religious article 
shops for not less 
than four dollars 
each, we are told by | 
the firm from which 
we purchased it. 
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Every woman 
and child in Amer- 
ica would love to 
own this dainty 
rosary, and every 
woman and child 
may ownit without 
a cent of expense. 
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This precious 
little pearl rosary 
guaranteed for 
ten years, will be 
sent to you in a 
charming azure- 
colored box, for 
an exchange al- 
most unbelieva- 
ble. Our unsur- 
passingly liberal 
offer is, to give 
you this beautiful 
durable pearl 
rosary for secur- 
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Three New Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


your friends to subscribe to our magazine devoted to the 
honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament, and you will soon be 
the happy possessor of one of these precious pearl rosaries. 


| Take advantage of the offer at once. Ask three of 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 




















Mary is the living temple of God, the throne ot His splendor. Mary 
is the treasure of the love of the Father, the well-spring of the mercies 
of the Son, the vessel of the graces of the Holy Ghost. God is insep- 
arably united with her. — O glorious Queen. so near to the Lord, be 
mindful of us! — St. Methodius. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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The Holy Eucharist as Sacrifice 





=cerd UR century is an Eucharistic century, and we 
justly expect a renewal of our times through 
the Eucharistic movement. Too often, however, 
the Holy Eucharist is considered only under one 
aspect, as the food of our soul, while its other 
character, that of sacrifice, which is equally 
important, is lost sight of. To restore all things in Christ, to 
renew all things through the sacrificial love of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, this thought was ever in the mind of the 
saintly Pius X, when he promulgated the decrees on Holy 
Communion; but this thought, alas! is frequently forgotten to 
the great detriment of the Eucharistic movement. 

Restore all things in Christ! Men wish always to enjoy, 
never to suffer; always to have, never to give. Even pious 
souls sometimes allow themselves to be guided by this secret 
self-seeking, when they receive Holy Communion. They wish 
to feel consolation, to enjoy the sweet embraces of the loving 
Savior, but will not bring many sacrifices. Hence, so little 
spiritual profit despite daily Holy Communion. And still, the 
chosen souls of our day never tire proclaiming: Give us sac- 
rificial souls! Christ wants sacrificial souls! It is sacrificial 
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souls that will restore human society; it is sacrificial souls that 
will make our age an age of saints! 

For this reason Holy Church commands us to assist at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on Sunday. Holy Mass is the school 
of sacrifice where sacrificial souls are formed; where they draw 
strength for unreserved self-surrender to God. Holy Commun- 
ion is no mere food, but a sacrificial Food; no mere banquet, 
but a sacrificial Banquet. Without the Cross there is no 
resurrection; without the Sacrifice there is no Communion. 
Life on earth is a constant Offertory; the eternal, indissoluble 
union, unending enjoyment of God, perfect Communion is our 
portion in heaven. 

At the Offertory we place our gifts upon the altar; at the 
Consecration they are changed into the sacrificial Body of 
Christ; at Holy Communion we receive our gifts back again 
all Divine. At the Offertory we offer ourselves; we give all we 
have without reserve. At the Consecration we unite ourselves 
with Jesus Christ — He is our Head, we His members. The 
Head is anointed with the Divinity; the ointment flows down 
upon the members, and thus our offering becomes infinitely 
pleasing to God; yes, infinitely precious. In Holy Communion 
God gives Himself to us; He gives us everything He has: 
Himself whole and entire. We give ourselves to God through 
Jesus Christ; God gives Himself to us through Jesus Christ. 

The sacrificial gift is a symbol, a sign, an expression of 
the interior sentiment. In Holy Mass Christ offers to the 
Heavenly Father His Sacred Body as an expression of His 
interior sentiments, His perfect obedience in our name, since 
He is our Head. We unite ourselves with Him and offer the 
Body of Christ as an expression of our sentiments, of our 
obedience. Whoever, then, assists at Holy Mass, should ex- 
amine himself as to whether the Sacred Body of Christ is 
actually the expression of his sentiments. If we are of good 
will, if we are ready to do God’s will, our union with Jesus 
Christ will supply what may be wanting in our sentiments. 
We are one body with Christ; what is His, is also ours. His 
sentiments are also our sentiments. As He was obedient unto 
death, yes, to the death of the Cross, so we, too, will be obe- 
dient — obedient unto death. 

Holy Mass is, at one and the same time the school of 
suffering and the school of joy. From Holy Mass we should 
learn to be true Christians, true disciples of Christ; we should 
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learn to take up our cross and to follow Him. In Holy Mass 
we should likewise learn to bring sacrifice joyfully; not to be 
gloomy, despondent, anxious, timid and sad, as if forced to 
do so. 

The sacrificial gift being a sign of our surrender unto 
God, the sacrificial Food is a sign of God’s complete sur- 
render of Himself unto us. Inspired by the grace of God, we 
give ourselves to Him. In the Holy Sacrifice we give God, as 
it were the engagement ring, the pledge of our love; in Holy 
Communion God gives us the engagement ring, the token of 
His love for us: it is Christ, the Mediator between God and 
man. Him we may offer to God for His infinite glory; Him 
God gives to us for our eternal life. 


.- 8 


The Holy Rosary 









| in a special manner to the Holy Rosary. The 

time selected for the feast of the Holy Rosary 
is beautiful and significant. The last feasts of 
the ecclesiastical year are drawing near: the 
feast of All Saints and the commemoration of All Souls, which 
remind us of the four last things. Hence, the Rosary seems 
to be recommended by Holy Church as the most efficacious 
means of obtaining the grace of perseverance. The Holy 
Rosary is likewise of great efficacy as a means of assisting 
the poor souls, for Mary is the Mother of the Church Suffering 
as well as of the Church Militant. The Rosary brings help 
and redemption to the suffering souls through the rich store 
of indulgences attached to it. The rosaries which we offer 
in charity and mercy for the suffering souls, return to us as 
everlasting, unfading crowns. 

The present form of the Holy Rosary originated in the 
midst of an opulent, active and extremely manifold life in the 
Church and in the civilized world. It was St. Dominic who 
introduced this form of prayer so simple that a child can 
pray it with ease, and weave in its own thoughts; and, again, 
so profound in its mysteries that the greatest theologian in 
his most sublime meditations can follow up the words, which, 
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in their simple repetition animate his meditation without ever 
disturbing it. 

This prayer was universally accepted with extraordinary 
favor. It is interesting to learn how this prayer came down 
through the succeeding 
ages of Christianity. Al- 
bert the Great and Thom- 
as of Aquin, those mar- 
vels of science, from time 
to time, laid aside their 
book and pen to relax 
their mind and renew 
their spirit in this prayer 
as ina delightful garden 
of roses. Similarly, the 
tired laborer joined his 
calloused hands to repeat 
the same prayer. Kings 
on their throne, as well 
as the newly converted 
savage in his lowly hut, 
were united in this prayer 
as in a garland of roses. 
Our Lady’s rose garden 
thrived and distilled its 
fragrance through all 
Christendom, which, at 
that time was beautified 
by numerous saints. 





The Name “‘Rosary”’ 





The name “Rosary” is 
interpreted in various 
O Virgin Mary, sublime and noble Queen, ways. The rose, the 

we offer thee a mystical wreath. queen of flowers and 
most ancient emblem of 

love, has from earliest times been dedicated to the Blessed Vir- 
gin as the Mother of fair love, of mercy and compassion for 
sinners. It is commonly believed that the rose, before the fall 
of our first parents, was without thorns, because thorns did 
not grow until after the first sin and after God had cursed the 
earth. Hence, the immaculately conceived Virgin is called 
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the “Rose without thorns” that is, without sin. Holy Church 
has made the rose a special emblem of Mary. In her litany 
she is invoked as the “Mystical Rose.” According to the 
opinion of many, the prayer of the Rosary received its name 
from the title, “Mystical Rose,” which Holy Church has given 
to Mary. According to others, the name “Rosary” was derived 
from the rosewood, of which the first beads were made. These 
beads, it is said, were originally made in the form of rosebuds. 

The name “Rosary” may likewise be interpreted in a 
spiritual sense. As the rose bush bears green leaves, thorns 
and beautiful flowers, so the Rosary is composed of the 
ioyful, the sorrowful and the glorious mysteries. 

From times immemorial the faithful had the pious practice 
of greeting the Blessed Mother of God with the salutation of 
the angel. Gabriel, the messenger of the Most High, intoned 
this salutation, and Elizabeth continued it. Holy Church added 
the concluding petition for us poor sinners to her through whom 
salvation has come to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. At first 
this prayer was repeated, but without any fixed order. Saint 
Demetrius arranged the salutations and petitions in a fixed 
order, and connected with them the great mysteries of the 
life and Passion of Christ and His Blessed Mother. The 
prayer beads composing the Rosary had the practical object 
of serving as a kind of book or manual in the hands of the 
people. The little Rosary was called the crown, and was 
composed of thirty-three small beads in honor of the years 
our Divine Savior spent upon earth, and five large beads in 
honor of His five Wounds; the middle-sized Rosary comprised 
sixty-three small beads in honor of the years our Blessed 
Lady is believed to have spent upon earth, and seven large 
beads in honor of her joys and sorrows. Finally, the large 
Rosary consisted of one hundred fifty small and fifteen large 
beads so that one Our Father fell to each ten Hail Marys. 
It was also called the “psalter” in reference to the number 
of psalms; frequently also “Mary’s psalter,” because it was 
dedicated to the Mother of God. 

The manner in which the Rosary is now prayed is, as 
mentioned above, attributed to St. Dominic, the founder of 
the Order of Preaching Friars. As the great Francis of Assisi 
left as a legacy to the faithful, the devotion of the stations, 
so St. Dominic left, as his legacy to the faithful, the devotion 
of the Rosary. The institution of the Feast of the Holy Rosary 
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gave a powerful impetus to the propagation of the Rosary. 
This feast offered preachers an opportunity to explain and 
recommend this wonderful devotion. The beads frequently 
and piously used, insure and increase spiritual treasures, a 
happy life and God’s grace. 


. 2 se 
“Now, and at the Hour of Our Death” 


"a N a populous city there lived aman who had 
wewzal been a member of a congregation of the Blessed 
Virgin for years, and who, on account of his 
virtuous life, had been repeatedly elected presi- 
dent of the congregation. When he felt death 
approaching, he said to his confessor: “See, there 
is my Patroness, the Queen of Heaven! She has been with 
me these last three days; she comforts and encourages me, and 
wipes the death sweat from my forehead. She fulfils, indeed, 
what I have daily asked of her: Forsake me not at the hour 
of my death.” 

That Mary is the chief Patroness of the dying is evident 
from various circumstances. She herself had a most blissful 
death. St. John Damascene says: “According to an ancient 
tradition, Mary died on Mt. Sion. The apostles had come from 
the various countries to the deathbed of their Mother; many 
angels were likewise present. And then— as I believe it would 
seem fitting — came the King Himself to His Mother, that His 
pure, Divine hands might receive her pure, holy and spotless 
soul. Then He addressed her with the sweet words: ‘O My Bless- 
ed Mother, come into My kingdom,’ and Mary resigned her spirit 
into the hands of her Son.” — Not through sickness was she 
called out of this life, but dissolved and wholly consumed by 
the fire of Divine love, with burning desire for her Supreme 
Good, in heavenly ecstasy, she yielded up her longing soul. 
Mary was so ravished with heavenly delights that she experi- 
enced no pains of death. 

During these days Holy Church encourages us by the 
public devotion of the Holy Rosary, to pray more fervently 
than ever that the Mother of God may obtain for us a happy 
hour when we must enter upon our last decisive journey. The 
principal prayer to the Blessed Virgin which the Church has 
taught us, and which is most frequently on the lips of her 
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children, contains only two petitions, and these are: Pray for 
us... now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Though a man live to be a hundred years old, though he 
may have traversed all lands and seas, so that the world seem 
too small for him; though he may have performed so many 
and great deeds as the noted men of history who have trans- 
formed the face of the earth or made the whole world tremble — 
this long, active life is, after all, only a “now,” short as a sigh, 
or the tick of a watch, the glimmer of a spark, the ripp'e of 
a wave in the stream of time. 

But immediately after this little “now” follows the great 
“now,” the hour of death, which is a thousand times more 
serious and more important than the longest life. Therefore 
Holy Church invites us to pray to our Heavenly Mother for 
a happy hour of death just as frequently, just as urgently, 
yes, even more urgently than for all other combined needs 
and intentions of our whole life. 

But why does Holy Church admonish us to pray for a 
happy death to the Blessed Virgin rather than to some other 
saint? Because the Church, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
knows positively that we have no better and no more helpful 
Patroness of death than Mary. Of this our own heart con- 
vinces us; for is not Mary our Mother? And what kind of a 
mother would she be if she were to remain away from her 
child when the child is most in need of her motherly care? 
Many a mother has hastened far over hills and dales to assist 
her dying child; Mary needs only to intercede with God, and 
we are aided in that dreadful, all-decisive moment upon which 
depends our eternal happiness or eternal woe. On earth there 
is no greater need than that in death; no perspiration more 
full of anguish than the cold sweat of death; no danger more 
appalling than the danger of eternal damnation in the hour of 
death. Mary would not be the sweet, the mild, the merciful 
Mother, were she to forsake her children at that hour. No! 
we need not fear, for the maternal love of Mary is a thousand 
times greater than the greatest love of all earthly mothers 
combined. 

We read of St. Andrew Avellino, that he underwent a 
fearful struggle with the powers of hell in his Jast moments. 
His disciples, who surrounded his deathbed, trembled when 
they saw the awful spectacle. Their only consolation was 
that they beheld the saint turn his eyes repeatedly upon an 
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image of Mary and they remembered that, often during 
life, Andrew had said that Mary must be his refuge at the 
hour of death. 

Finally, it pleased God to crown this struggle with a 
glorious victory. The disciples saw how the eyes of the saint 
suddenly rested tranquilly on the picture; then Andrew inclined 
his head to Mary and, smiling, died in her arms. — If, in death, 
we have Mary at our side, we need not fear the combined 
powers of hell. 

The learned P. Suarez of the Society of Jesus was filled 
with so great sweetness when he died, because he had been 
a devoted client of Mary, that in his dying moments he de- 
clared, “I would not have believed that it is so sweet to die!” 
At the hour of his death, the Blessed Virgin appeared to St. 
John of God and said, “It is not my custom to forsake my 
servants in this hour.” ; 

Dear reader, does not this fill your soul with sweetest 
consolation? You need only to be a devout servant of Mary, 
and you are assured of her assistance in the most dreadful 
hour; and if Mary assists you in that hour, you will not be 
lost. This thought alone should suffice to incite you to honor 
Mary most tenderly and to invoke her lovingly. 

But one thing bear in mind: It is not sufficient to pray 
to Mary. Praying alone does not make a devoted client of 
Mary. It is not sufficient, now and then, to address a petition 
to Mary; all through life you must love to be near Mary, and 
by a virtuous, Christian life, be guided by her example on the 
way she walked. If, like a stubborn child, you tear yourself 
away from Mary’s hand and stray on other paths; if you follow 
the allurements of her worst enemy, Satan, you thereby show 
that you have no true love for Mary, that you do not wish 
to be her child. 

Be assured, a person who leads a wicked life and has no 
intention to do better, is not capable of saying a sincere, fer- 
vent prayer to Mary; a prayer that comes from his heart. He 
is not a sincere servant of Mary. But whoever sincerely wishes 
to lead a Christian life, and at the same time devoutly repeats 
thousands of times, “Pray for us sinners now, and at the hour 
of our death,”— such a person may be sure that Mary will 
not forsake him in that all-decisive hour of death. 


ie ae 
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More Prayer! 





Efficacy of the Rosary 


fs e2e) ANIEL O’Connell, the Emancipator of Ireland, ex- 
* perienced the efficacy of invoking God and the 
s Blessed Virgin before an important undertaking in 
| a striking way. He had struggled for more than 

ten years in the English Parliament to secure 

religious liberty for the seven millions of Irish Catholics. In 
this struggle for his native land, he stood in need of influential 
friends. At the beginning, finding no such friends, he turned 
to the Mother of God for aid. While his opponents were 
discussing the cause in heated debates, O’Connell was sitting 
in a corner of the house of parliament praying the rosary. 

His prayers to the Blessed Virgin were not in vain. Soon 
O’Connell was joined by the aged General Wellington, then 
the English poet, Lord Byron, whose pen did not spare the 
barbarous fanaticism of the English against their Catholic 
countrymen; and finally several great statesmen. The victory 
was won, and the “Emancipation Bill” passed in both houses. 

Recamier, a famous physician, who died in Paris in 1852, 
experienced the happy issue God grants to those who pray and 
commend their work to Him. A freethinker named Marce, 
writes of him: “Once, during a consultation, my colleague and 
I noticed that Recamier held a rosary. It surprised us very 
much. That this learned man, this renowned professor, this 
highest authority in medicinal science, this physician to princes 
and kings, whose fame had spread throughout Europe, — that 
this man prayed the Rosary, would never have entered our 
minds. When Recamier saw our surprise, he said calmly: 
‘Yes, my lords, I actually pray the rosary. When all remedies 
have failed with a patient about whose health I am very much 
concerned, I turn, through my Mediatrix the Mother of God, 
to Him who alone can heal all: I pray a decade or two, of 
the rosary, and I acknowledge that I have seen wonderful 
results.’ ” 

Likewise, the energetic priest, St. Clement Hofbauer, 
apostle of Vienna (1821), effected marvelous conversions at 
the deathbed of hardened sinners, after he had invoked the 
help of God and the Heavenly Mother through the rosary. 
When he was called to a sick person who, for years, had not 
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been to the sacraments, the saintly priest would say, “I must 


tray the rosary for him immediately.” If he had along way 
to go to the patient’s house, he would say, “I am glad it is so 


far; I shall have more time to pray the rosary for the sick person.” 
On returning home, he was sometimes heard to say, “God has 
given me a soul.” Repeatedly he declared: “As often as I 
have prayed a rosary for a sinner, I have always obtained 
his conversion.” 

It is a striking fact, that many generals who led their armies 
to great victories, first asked God for His assistance. Before 
the Polish king Sobieski and the other princes who, in the 
year 1683, hastened to Vienna to raise the siege, they assisted 
at Holy Mass and received Holy Communion on Mount 
Leopold; and then, though inferior in numbers, fell upon the 
Turks. The victorious: leader, Prince Eugene of Savoy, 
prayed the rosary before each encounter with the Turks. 
When the soldiers saw him pray the rosary, they would 
say: “Most likely, there will be another battle soon, for the 
prince is praying very much.” Also the renowned General 
Raditzky prayed the rosary every time before he gave the 
signal to attack. Andrew Hofer, the hero of Tyrol, and 
his valiant soldiers marched to the battlefield with rosary 
beads in hand. One might have thought that they were 
attending a religious procession, had they not been armed. 
Thus they secured God’s blessing upon themselves before 
tke battle, through the rosary. People were accustomed to 
say: “It was not so much the bullets of the soldiers as the 
beads of the rosary, that conquered the foe.” 


£ £ £ 


Mary’s Shepherd Boy 





Blessed Bernard of Offida, a Capuchin laybrother, took 
care of sheep in his youth. While his sheep were quietly 
grazing on the hill sides, Bernard gave vent to his love and 
veneration to Mary by knéeling and praying before an image 
of the Blessed Virgin which was set in a niche of a wall, or 
before another which he carried with him and placed ina 
tree or against his shepherd’s crook. Frequently the sheep 
would gather about their shepherd and, as if in reverence, 
remain noiseless and motionless as long as he continued in 


prayer. 
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Sometimes Bernard called the other little shepherd boys, 
formed them into two choirs, and prayed the rosary in honor 
of the Blessed Virgin. When one of them protested that he 
feared the sheep, if left to themselves, would do some mischief 
Bernard calmed his fears, saying that while they prayed, the 
sheep would not stray and so it happened. Wherever the 
work permitted, he carried the rosary in his hand; to pray 
it was his dearest occupation. 

If he could find no one to watch his sheep during the time 
of Divine services on holydays he would take his refuge to 
Mary and, with confidence, place them in her care. Calling 
his sheep together before the picture in the niche of the 
wall, he would tell them to keep out of mischief and to remain 
together on the spot where he was about to leave them. 
Immediately, the docile animals crowded together and remained 
on the spot until they saw their shepherd returning from 
church; then, by joyful bleating, skips and bounds, they mani- 
fested their delight, and went back to their pasturage. 


i ae 


St. Alphonsus’ Devotion to Mary 





1a F ever it could be said of a person that he loved 
® the Mother of God and was loved by her-.in 
return, it is certainly St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop 
and founder of the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer. The rosary was his favorite prayer. 
“One Ave Maria,”’ he was accustomed to say, “is of more value 
than the whole world. At the sound of the Angelus, he would 
instantly kneel down, even if he was in the street, and not 
seldom he would fall into ecstasy. He never left the house, nor 
ever entered the same without reciting a short prayer to his 
beloved Mother, or, as he said, visit her. Before he undertook 
any occupation, even the least, he recommended it to her 
care. With the most childlike tenderness he called her his 
Mother, his protectress, and his hope next to God. With great 
joy he meditated on her glory and her mysteries. “Alas!” he 
would exclaim, “it is all so little that we do for Mary!” 

St. Alphonsus being himself a zealous client of Mary, and 
loving her with his whole heart, wished also to see her 
praised, loved, honored and invoked by all men. And in this 
he was not satisfied with mere wishes: he spared no efforts to 
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publish her glories and to propagate her veneration throughout 
the world. To his penitents he recommended most emphatically 
devotion to the Mother of God and confidence in her maternal 
goodness. To every one who came to him, he gave a picture 
of the Blessed Virgin, adding the sweetest words about the 
Mother of Mercy. 

Above all, it was the sorrows of the Blessed Virgin which 
he considered most frequently, and recommended to others for 
meditation. In his sermons he frequently invoked the Mother 
of Sorrows; at his missions, he had her image erected opposite 
the pulpit, and there the devout people, encouraged by the 
words and pious example of the preacher, knelt and prayed. 
Alphonsus ordained that, at every mission, one sermon should 
be devoted to the powerful protection of the Mother of God, 
and by this means he succeeded in leading many sinners back to 
God who, at all the preceding sermons had remained unmoved. 

Once when he was preaching the sermon on the protection 
of the Holy Virgin at a mission in the city of Amalfi, and 
admonished his hearers to persevere in their devotion to her, 
he was carried away by the fervor of his zeal and confidence 
and exclaimed: “Oh, that I could animate your prayers to 
Mary, the Divine Mother, with that confidence which should 
animate them! But at least I will pray for you!” After these 
words he turned his eyes toward heaven, and the people, in 
amazement, saw him hovering above the pulpit, his countenance 
surrounded by a soft halo. Then he turned to the statue of 
the Blessed Virgin which stood near the pulpit. Instantly, the 
statue seemed to assume life: it shone with a bright lustre, and 
a ray of light fell directly on the forehead of the enraptured 
Alphonsus. All who were present were witnesses of this 
spectacle and everyone exclaimed: Mercy! — Miracle! Tears 
of emotion welled up in every eye. When Alphonsus recovered 
from the ecstasy, as another Moses descending from the 
mount, he recounted the mysterious vision in thrilling words 
to his hearers, and told them they should rejoice, for Mary 
had promised them her protection. 

Who can tell how many favors his dear Heavenly Mother 
obtained for him in the secret of his soul, and which his 
humility knew so well how to conceal! One day his confessor 
remarked that the Blessed Virgin favors many of her clients 
with her visible presence, and that he hoped Alphonsus, too, 
would be privileged with this grace, at least, in the hour of 
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death. Alphonsus answered, “Listen, my Father! When I 
was young, I often conversed with this good Mother. She 
gave me advice on everything concerning my congregation.” 

“And what did she tell you?” 

“Oh,” replied the saint, “she told me beautiful things! She 
told me very beautiful things!” More could not be extorted 
from him. There is no reason to doubt, that the hope expressed 
by his confessor — that Mary would appear visibly to his 
beloved servant in the hour of death— was really fulfilled. 
For, during the night preceding his death as he lay in a 
death-like swoon, he once more opened his closed eyes, when 
a picture of the Sorrowful Mother was brought to his bed. His 
countenance brightened, and glowed; a sweet smile played about 
his half-opened lips. The same happened an hour later when 
the picture was again placed before him. May we, then, not 
say that this her son died in the embrace of “the good Mother”, 
as Alphonsus was accustomed to call her, since, with her 
picture in his hand, without violent movements, without the 
death rattle, as is generally the case at the point of dissolution 
Alphonsus died sweetly and peacefully on the first of August, 
1787, while the solemn peal of the bell was sounding the 
midday Angelus. 


Your Burning Candle 


It is a touching act of faith and love to have candles burned before a 
shrine. Holy Church sanctions this pious custom of burning blessed candles, 
and many persons have them burned in thanksgiving for favors received, to 
petition special graces, or to honor our Lord and His Blessed Mother. 

No shrine, howsoever venerable, can compare with the altar on which 
our Divine Savior in the Holy Eucharist is exposed. Here in our Adoration 
Chapel is the Shrine of shrines, the throne of the Living God, whereon we 
behold the Sacred Host night and day. Itis the same Jesus who had ‘‘com- 
passion on the multitudes.’’ His Loving Heart is now attentive to our needs. — 
At what more fitting shrine could you place a candle to show your thanks? 
Where will a lighted candle plead your cause for favors more efficaciously 
than before our Savior unceasingly exposed in the Most Blessed Sacrament ? 

The burning of candles is the emblem of love, of the sacrificial love of 
the faithful for the Holy Eucharist. What a consoling thought to know that 
you or your dear ones are represented before our Eucharistic Lord by a 
burning candle! 

In our)Adoration Chapel the Sacred Host is exposed continually day and 
night. A wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night 
upon the altar before the Blessed Sacrament exposed for an offering of 50 
-cents; one whole week for $3.50; one whole month for $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent ef Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Lady of Lujan 





A Venerated Shrine in the Argentine Republic 


7 VERY Christian country has its sanctuaries of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. Some 
have world-wide fame, as that of Our Lady of 
the Pillar at Saragossa in Spain; the Holy House 
of Loretto in Italy; Our Lady of Lourdes in 
France, and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico. 
The Argentine Republic in South America is blessed with 
several venerated shrines but the most famous of all is that 
of Our Lady of Lujan, situated in the town of Lujan about 
twelve leagues west of the city of Buenos Aires. Of this 
sanctuary we shall give a short history, trusting it will increase 
the devotion of the faithful. 





Origin of the Statue 


The statue of Our Lady of Lujan, now so much revered, 
came originally from Brazil; but whether it was made there 
or who was its artist, history does not record. 

In the year 1630 there lived at Cordova a Portuguese, a 
virtuous, religious man. He owned an estate to the north of 
the city of Cordova in a district called Sumampa. This place 
now belongs to the Province of Santiago del Estero. 

This good man beholding with grief that the district around 
his estate was devoid of all religious influences, erected on his 
land a small chapel dedicated to the Immaculate Conception. 

Desiring to obtain a statue of our Blessed Lady, he wrote 
to a friend of his, also a Portuguese, in Brazil. His friend 
thought it best to send two statues, one of the Immaculate 
Conception and the other representing our Blessed Lady with 
the Divine Child, each carefully packed in its respective box, as 
being made of clay, they were very fragile and the journey 
was exceedingly rough. 

In due time the vessel with its precious cargo arrived at 
the port of Buenos Aires, then known as “Santa Maria de 
Buenos Aires,” a small hamlet with houses made of sun-dried 
bricks and inhabited by a few hundred people. 

There now remained the journey by land which in those 
days was indeed hazardous on account of bad roads and the 
danger of attacks from marauding bands of Indians. The mode 
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of conveyance then was the large ponderous covered bullock 
cart. Usually a number of them formed a caravan for the sake 
of mutual assistance and protection. All being ready the 
caravan started. 

On the morning of the third day of their journey all the 
carts safely forded the river of Lujan. Proceeding farther, they 
encamped for the night near the present town of Lujan at a 
place called La Canada de la Cruz, in sight of a humble 
cottage of sun-dried bricks with a straw-thatched roof. This 
was the modest home of Don Rosendo de Oramas, who was, as 
many assert, a Portuguese, and a proprietor of a large estate 
in the neighborhood. 

Tired after their long journey, the members of the caravan 
cast themselves on their rough bed or on the ground beneath 
their carts to take their well-earned repose. 


The Beginning of Wonders 


At the appearance of dawn the cartmen prepared to 
resume their journey. All the carts started easily, excepting 
the one containing the statues of our Blessed Lady. This to 
the great amazement of its driver stubbornly refused to stir. 
The road was good, the condition of his oxen excellent, his 
load no heavier than before, yet with all the strength of his 
bullocks, strained to the utmost, the cart would not budge. 
Seeing all his own skill and exertions baffled he called on his 
companions for help. Yoke after yoke of oxen was detached 
from the other carts and joined to those of the refractory 
vehicle. The slaves of the estate of Oramas came to his 
assistance. The air was now rent with shouts, the drivers 
urged on the animals with their sharp goads, gang after gang 
of men put their shoulders to the wheels, but all in vain. The 
cart remained as an immovable rock. 

Finally it was suggested that the cart be relieved of its 
load although so light. This being done, to the amazement 
of all, the oxen without any effort moved the cart forward. 
The drivers now gathered around the Portuguese, asking him 
what strange merchandise he was conducting. He assured 
them that both in regard to value and weight it was of no 
importance. It was the same cargo which was brought from 
Buenos Aires to this point without the least difficulty — the 
same class of merchandise as in the other carts with the 
exception of the two small boxes containing the statues of 





Statue of Our Lady of Lujan 


The magnificent gems and jewels which adorn the statue ot Our Lady ot 
Lujan are gifts from her devoted clients. On September 30, 1886, His Holiness 
Leo XIII blessed the crown. It isthe generous donation of the Argentine people, 
and in every way an exquisite work of art. It is composed of pure gold set with 
365 precious stones, 132 pearls, and 12 enameled pieces delicately carved. The 
solemn coronation took place on May 8, 1887, amidst a manifestation of devotion 


from the entire nation. 
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our Blessed Lady. The cartmen concluded there must be 
something marvelous about these. It was suggested that they 
be placed again in the cart to see the result. But once more 
it became immovable. It was a question now to know if it 
were both or only one of the boxes that had such mysterious 
power; as a trial, the box containing the statue of our Lady 
with the Divine Child was taken off, but the cart resisted all 
efforts to move it. 

Then as a final test this box was again placed in the cart 
and the box with the statue of the Immaculate Conception 
taken off — the oxen then without the least effort moved on 
with the cart. Intense was the amazement of all present! 
Moved to tears of joy, they exclaimed with pious enthusiasm, 
“A miracle! A miracle!” 

The mystery was solved. Our Blessed Lady had her own 
merciful designs to establish on this spot a sanctuary where 
she would dispense her blessings. 

Opening the box with the greatest respect they beheld a 
small statue of the Immaculate Conception with its hands 
joined as if in prayer, and its eyes fixed on them with a tender 
expression of love and mercy. The cartmen gazed with delight 
and veneration on the image of their Immaculate Queen and 
Mother. Their joy and gratitude knew no bounds. 


The Procession and Enthronement 


Preparations were now made for the removal of the statue 
with all the solemnity possible to the modest home of Don 
Rosendo Oramas near by. All the inmates and slaves of the 
establishment with Don Rosendo at their head, some of the 
people of the neighborhood and the cartmen formed the solemn 
procession. 

On arriving at the house, the sacred image was placed 
on a throne in the best apartment, which had been neatly 
decorated. The pious cartmen were not at all anxious to pro- 
ceed on their journey. They would fain linger awhile in that 
hallowed spot to express their gratitude for the wonders they 
had witnessed and to ask the blessing and intercession of her 
whose aid is never sought in vain. 

The caravan finally continued its journey to Sumampa, 
where to this day the statue of our Lady with the Divine Child 
is venerated under the title of Our Lady of Consolation. 

Truly, “The foolish and weak things of the world hath 
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God chosen to confound the wise and the strong.” As the 
simple-minded shepherds announced the birth of our Lord, and 
as the poor fishermen chosen as apostles preached the won- 
ders they had seen and heard, so these humble cartmen became 
the harbingers everywhere of the wonders of Our Lady of 
Lujan. 


First Oratory 


Soon a large number of pilgrims began to flock to the 
residence of Don Rosendo Oramas to venerate the miraculous 
image. Don Rosendo himself was among the foremost in his 
ardent devotion. He determined to erect without delay an 
oratory more befitting the august Queen of Heaven. This 
served for upwards of forty years as the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Lujan, where she dispensed to her pious suppliants, tem- 
poral and spiritual favors. 


The Negro Manuelito 


Among the members of the caravan which brought the 
miraculous statue of Our Lady to Lujan there was a little 
negro, Manuelito, then about eight years of age. He had 
been taken from his home in Angola, Africa, and sold, like so 
many of his race, asa slave in Brazil. Providentially he had 
fallen into the hands of a kind Christian master, the worthy 
Portuguese who was transporting the statues to Sumampa. 
His master treated him as a son, instructed him in his reli- 
gion, and safeguarded his moral conduct. He was pure, in- 
nocent and docile, and naturally disposed to piety and devo- 
tion. A privileged eyewitness of the miraculous manifestations 
at Lujan, he conceived such a devotion to our Blessed Lady 
that he did not wish to be separated from her image. His 
good master consented to leave him at Lujan in order that 
our Blessed Lady might be his mother and protectress, and 
her sanctuary his safe and happy home. 

From that moment Manuelito dedicated his life to the 
service of the Mother of God. For many years he fulfilled 
with religious care and devotion the office of sacristan. He 
was looked upon by all as a prodigy of piety and charity. 
His compassion for the afflicted knew no bounds. He was 
ever kind and self-sacrificing to all. Many of the miracles 
wrought, and graces obtained at Our Lady’s Shrine during 
his life time, were considered as received through his interces- 
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sion. Evidence of this is shown in the fact of the many cures 
he effected by applying to the sick some of the oil from the 
lamp which he always kept burning before the sacred image. 
Every night he would gather around him as many personsas he 
could and recite the rosary with fervent devotion before the 
statue of our Blessed Lady. 

History records that oftentimes when others had retired 
at night he would go to hold spiritual converse with his be- 
loved Protectress. Now and then he would discover to his 
amazement that the miraculous statue was missing from its 
niche. On such occasions search was useless. Manuelito 
believed our Blessed Lady had gone on an errand of mercy. 
No trace of it could be found till the following morning when 
it would be back again in its usual position notwithstanding 
the fact that the doors and the windows of the chapel had 
been securely fastened. But his astonishment was all the 
more increased on beholding her garments wet with the dew 
of the night, and the border of her mantle soiled with dust, 
sand, or mud, and with seeds of abrojo and of other thorny 
weeds adhering to it. All these he carefully preserved and 
used for curing the sick with marvelous results. 

His earnest desire was to see the erection of a large, 
beautiful church, befitting our Blessed Lady. For this purpose 
he saved the alms received from the pilgrims, went from one 
estate to another collecting not only in the neighborhood but 
even at great distances. And so successful was he in his self- 
imposed task that at his death he had amassed fourteen 
thousand pesos, which considering the value of money in those 
days and the poverty of the country was indeed a large amount. 


Removal of the Image 


Don Rosendo de Oramas having died in the year 1670, 
his establishment gradually became almost completely aban- 
doned, and with it the little shrine of Our Lady of Lujan. 
This sad state of affairs was principally due to the frequent 
incursion of the Indians. The ever faithful Manuelito was the 
only one who fearlessly remained at his post keeping watch 
over the sanctuary and never failing to have a lamp burning 
before the statue of our Lady just as in more peaceful days. 

There lived in the neighborhood a well-to-do and pious 
lacy, Dona Ana de Mattos. S.e was grieved to see the neglect 
into which the once famous Shrine had fallen, and desired to 
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remove the miraculous statue to her own estate on the eastern 
bank of the River Lujan. In order to obtain the due permission 
it was necessary to make a long and difficult journey to Buenos 
Aires. She pleaded her cause with Padre Juan de Oramas, 
Rector of the Cathedral in that city, who was the heir to the 
property of Don Rosendo de Oramas. He acceded to her pious 
request. She hastened home and had the sacred image 
removed with all due reverence to the best apartment of 
her house, until such time as she could erect for it a suitable 


oratory. 


Disappearance of the Statue 


On the morning following the translation Dona Ana went 
to pray before the sacred image and discovered to her great 
affliction that it had disappeared. She searched on all sides, 
but in vain. Her grief was increased by the thought that 
perhaps through her negligence in guarding it some one had 
stolen the statue. Finally the thought came to her of searching 
in the old shrine on the estate of Don Rosendo de Oramas, and 
there to her great joy she found it resting in the niche it had 
occupied for so many years. 

For the second time she had it transferred to her house, 
giving strict orders to her slaves and servants that they 
should guard it through the night without losing sight of it 
for an instant. But once more it mysteriously disappeared, 
being found the next day in the old sanctuary. 

Many now thought that the cause of these strange hap- 
penings was due to the absence of the old negro Manuel who 
had been left at the estate of Oramas, and that our Blessed 
‘Lady was thus showing her unwillingness to be separated 
from him who had loved and served her so faithfully for so 
many years. 

Dona Ana feared to attempt on her own responsibility a 
third removal of the statue. She thought it more prudent to 
consult the ecclesiastical and civil authorities on the subject. 
The bishop of the diocese was a prelate renowned for his piety 
and learning and his tender devotion to the Mother of God. 

Dona Ana laid the case first before the exemplary governor 
who promised to speak to the bishop. The result of the in- 
terview with his Lordship was that they both should go per- 
sonally to Lujan to verify for themselves the truth of the 
mysterious occurrences. A large number of pilgrims, clergy 
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and laymen, accompanied the bishop and governor. 

The prudent bishop commenced a strict examination of 
all the witnesses of the extraordinary manifestations, whose 
testimony he found in perfect accord with the statements of 
Dona Ana de Mattos. He recognized in these events the 
workings of the Providence of God for the greater glorification 
of Our Lady of Lujan. 

As the old sanctuary was unsafe on account of the frequent 
incursions of the Indians, he determined to transfer the image 
of our Blessed Lady with unusual solemnity to the residence 
of Dona Ana de Mattos. It was one of the most notable 
religious ceremonies that had ever taken place in the country. 
The five leagues from the old shrine to the new one were 
undertaken on foot by the vast and pious multitude headed 
by the bishop and governor. Alternately the rosary was re- 
cited and the litany and hymns sung in honor of Our Lady, 
but the most touching sight of all was the presence of the 
aged and saintly negro Manuel. His joy was inexpressible in 
beholding his beloved Mother thus honored and glorified. 

Not being able to make the journey in one day the pil- 
grims encamped for the night. Early the next morning the 
procession set out again. Having finally arrived much fatigued 
at the estate of Dona Ana de Mattos, an altar was erected 
upon which the image was reverently placed. 

For three consecutive days Solemn High Mass was sung, 
crowds of pilgrims assisting with every demonstration of piety 
and joy. 

During the next six years the sacred image remained in 
the oratory erected for it by Dona Ana de Mattos in her house. 
In the meantime the pilgrimages increased in number and 
magnitude to such a degree that the little oratory was found 
inadequate to accomodate the multitude of pious suppliants. 


To be continued. 


> + £ 


St. Jude Thaddeus — Feast, October 28th. 


The holy apostle, St. Jude Thaddeus, shows his particular 
assistance and protection in circumstances most difficult and 
desperate. His aid is widely experienced, and he is known as 
the “‘Patron of hopeless and desperate cases.”— Our booklet 
gives a sketch of his life and labors; the efficacy of his aid in 
extreme need, etc., also Novenas, litany and prayers in his 
honor. Combined with this booklet are devotions to $t. Rita, 
Advocate of the Tmpossible. Price 5 cts. 
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St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 


Continued 





(bial ABRIEL had a veritable passion for all that con- 
abel cerned devotion to Mary. What joy and zeal he 
displayed when an altar or statue of the Blessed 
| Virgin was to be erected, cleaned or decorated! 
He would not rest until everything was in the best 
of order, and, as far as taste was concerned, he could be 
depended upon implicitly. In the monastery at Isola there was 
a statue of the Sorrowful Mother almost completely ruined. 
Scarcely had Gabriel laid eyes on it than he hastened to the 
superior to ask his permission to repair the same. Permission 
was readily granted, and Gabriel set to work. He washed, as 
well as it could be done, the head, hands and feet of the 
statue, arranged the dress, cut and sewed new sleeves, repaired 
the mantle, made a new sword and various ornaments, and 
all with such skill that even an artist would not have been 
ashamed of the work. This statue is now in the choir of 
the same monastery and receives double veneration: in mem- 
ory of the Sorrowful Virgin, and in memory of her faithful 
servant who, with his own hands restored her image so 
beautifully. 

It was Gabriel’s wish that a vase of flowers should adorn 
the altar of the Blessed Virgin during all seasons of the year. 
He himself took care of a flower bed which he called “Dear 
Lady’s Garden.” As soon as the flowers bloomed, Gabriel filled 
his vase, hastened joyfully to Mary’s altar, cast a loving glance 
at the sacred image, and placed the vase of flowers upon the 
altar. Then he knelt down for a few moments, offered his 
heart to Mary, asked for her blessing, and went away quite 
contented. During the winter, when garden flowers did not 
bloom, Gabriel with others of his companions directed their 
outings, which they made on Thursdays, Sundays and holydays, 
t» the fields and meadows, in search of wild flowers. In this 
way the Blessed Virgin seldom was without a fresh bouquet 
of flowers. He also raised flowers in pots which, in cold 
weather he kept in the house, but in fair weather out-of-doors. 

Every day he watered them and took care that they had 
fresh air. No sooner did a bud open, than he took the plant 
without delay to the Blessed Virgin’s altar. All this he did 
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with such charming simplicity and affectionate zeal, that many 
a religious of his community would remain standing to gaze 
at him in admiration. 

If it happened that they passed a lonely church or chapel 
on their long excursions, and permission was given to enter, 
then Gabriel’s first thought after greeting Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament, was to visit Mary’s altar or image. If the 
picture was artistic and expressive, his countenance beamed 
with joy: he called one of his companions and said: “Just see, 
how very beautiful she is!” He looked at the picture for some 
time, then knelt down to offer his respects to the Madonna 
while his eyes remained fixed upon the image. If the picture 
was not well executed, he looked quite displeased and said: 
“O Mama, how they have distorted you!” Then he added, 
“A beautiful picture is worth more than a treasure, because 
it inspires devotion; while an ugly picture hardens the heart 
and robs it of good thoughts and emotions.” 

As often as he entered or left his cell, he said a Hail Mary 
to ask his good Mother for her blessing and to offer to her 
what he was about to do. No matter how urgent his work 
might be, he never forgot to say the Hail Mary with utmost 
devotion upon his knees. When he was about to leave his 
cell, he would stop to look at the picture of the Holy Virgin 
as if to take leave, to ask her permission to withdraw, and to 
beg her protection and help for his undertaking. 

He had also acquired the habit of greeting Mary with an 
Ave whenever the bell rang. If his occupation permitted, he 
would say it all, otherwise he contented himself with the 
words, “Hail, Mary!” Rev. Norbert says, “He also wanted to 
obtain my consent to pray the Ave at every stroke of the 
clock by night; he thought that if he would ask the Blessed 
Virgin, he could wake up at any time he wished; but, in order 
not to deprive him of the necessary sleep, I did not accede 
to his request.” 

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, as we have already said, 
was the characteristic feature of the life of St. Gabriel. There- 
fore, whoever wishes to study and understand the spirit and 
heart, the virtue and sanctity of this amiable saint, must do 
so from this standpoint; he must consider “Gabriel of Mary, 
Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin.” He loved his Heavenly Mother 
intensely, and the Heavenly Mother loved her son exceed- 
ingly. This love was the source from which poured forth 
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that stream of graces, virtues and wonders which have made 
his name celebrated throughout the world. 


St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother used to say, a beautiful devotion- 
inspiring picture of the Sacred Heart or of our Blessed Mother cannot be bought 
with money. The painting of a beautiful picture of the Sacred Heart is a difficult 
task; it requires ability, time and patience, and is connected with no little expense. 
But a beautiful Sacred Heart painting is an incomparable treasure. What conso- 
lation, how many graces, how much enlightenment stream from such a picture! 
We offer for sale a Sacred Heart picture not quite life-sized, 30 x 45 inches 
reaching to the knees. It is finely executed, painted in oil, and costs — well-packed 
$100.00. 


A man who received one of these pictures wrote: “The beautiful 
picture arrived in perfect condition. You would be delighted did you hear 
all the praise bestowed upon it by all who have seen it... The expression 


of the face and particularly the eyes make a strong impression on everyone who 
sees it, and under the electric light seem to diffuse a radiance... My daughter 
intends to make an altar for the-picture in her new home and keep a light burning 
perpetually and have her parish priest consecrate her and her husband to the 
Sacred Heart.” 

+ + + 


For Your Daughter 


Catholic parents are bound to send their children to Catholic 
schools. To become loyal members of Holy Church, children 
must be reared in a Catholic atmosphere. Girls who are placed 
in a select Convent boarding school for their education, are 
safeguarded from harmful influences, receive a solid religious 
training and a thorough knowledge of the sciences. In after 
years, many a girl looks back with gratitude on the genuine piety 
and noble principles instilled during her happy school days with 
the Sisters. 

St. Joseph’s Academy conducted by the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration, is an ideal boarding school for little girls 
and young ladies. Only girls of good Catholic families are ad- 
mitted. Special attention is directed to the formation of true 
womanly character. True Christian education is a Divine work, 
is a sacred labor. Intellectual education is good, moral education 
is better, but deep religious education is the highest, a truly Di- 
vine work, which is most noble and elevating. 

The course of studies embraces: Academic, Commercial, 
Preparatory, Primary, Music and Art Departments. Moderate 
terms: $200.00 per year. 

For information, address: The Sister Directress 

St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Missouri 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 








EC ag] [. Anthony in another sermon on the Mother of 

82 aes) God, said: “Mary is that Mount Tabor, to which 
he iS our Divine Savior in His infinite goodness has led 
ite) US; a mountain from whence the most copious 
fountains of mercy and compassion stream forth 
to all who draw near. On this mountain, of which Holy 
Scripture says, ‘He bring- 
eth them up into a high 
mountain apart, and was 
transfigured before them, 
(Matt. xvii. 1, 2), God 
clothed Himself in the 
human nature which He 
assumed from Mary, and 
He appeared on this earth 
in the form of a servant 
for the salvation of sin- 
ners. Today, likewise, 
Divine Justice still trans- 
forms itself upon this 
mountain into mercy, 
through the intercession 
of Mary, the Mother of 
God. 

“Mountain tops are 
light, their base is wide; 
the interior is rich in ore 
and precious metals, the 
slopes furnish abundant 

St. Anthony embraces the Divine Child pasturage and rare fruits. 

So is Mary radiant in her 
purity, surpassing even the angels; wide, broad and all-embrac- 
ing is her love reaching down to us below; in the interior of her 
heart is the gold of her goodness and mildness so abundantly 
stored up, that the weight of the whole earth would not equal 
it; outwardly, Mary is an extensive spiritual meadow wherein 
souls may refresh themselves with all the fruits of holiness 
and virtue. Therefore, save your soul, O Christian! Do not 
look back, nor remain in the low plains, but take refuge on 
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the mountain, that you may not perish. Proceed, then, and 
ascend this mountain, and like the eagle, soar upward through 
Mary to the heights of the Divine Majesty. Rejoice that you 
have been received among the servants of Mary! For, ‘Behold 
thy Mother,’ says Christ to each of us. By this, the Son of 
God manifested the closest degree of friendship toward us; for 
friends wish to have all things in common. Mary, the sanc- 
tuary of God, we possess as our inheritance; Mary is the 
inheritance of the children of God. All who dwell on this 
mountain rejoice and exclaim with St. Peter, ‘Lord, it is good 
for us to be here!’ May Christ lead us through Mary to the 
mountain of His glory, unto eternal life. Amen.” 


A lady from @anada: ‘Enclosed find $25.00 for the poor Sisters in Ger- 
many. We had been trying to dispose of some city property for some time. 
I advised my husband to put the sale in St. Anthony’s hands. In less than 
a week we had an offer, and in a month’s time the deal had been successfully 
closed. Hence the offering which my husband promised if it would be s: 1d. 
I would like to encourage everyone to put trust in good St. Anthony.” 


Oklahoma: ‘‘I promised to give the enclosed offering in honor of St. Anthony 
if I sold a house, regained my health, and found a lost article. All three favors 
have been granted! Thanks!’’ 


Wisconsin: ‘‘A relative of mine was suddenly taken seriously ill. Doctors 
said he would be obliged to undergo an operation; others said he had a linger- 
ing illness and could never recover. This man is the father of a family of 
small children and they surely need him. I prayed to St. Anthony and promised 
to publish his power and grandeur if he heard my prayer... This relative was 
cured like a miracle; doctors couldn’t believe it! They told him they could 
not understand his case... St. Anthony surely does the impossible! Enclosed 
you will find the promised alms for Bread for the poor.”’ 


4 +£ + 
A Heaven-Inspired Thought 


Happy the father, the mother of a worthy priest! The 
priestly son is the joy of his parents, their comfort and the 
source of great hope for eternal life. However, the grace of 
a priestly vocation comes from God Himself. The privilege of 
seeing their son at the altar is denied many families. And yet, 
dear father, good mother, it is possible to have a priest in your 
family if you adopt a youth who wishes to become a priest; if 
you render it possible for him to study, and thus help him to 
attain his aim. In Germany and Austria there are many vo- 
cations for the priesthood, but on account of poverty, many 
talented young men may be prevented from studying. It is 
impossible for bishop or parents to furnish such a sum, because 
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the bishop himself is poor, and the people of Germany and Austria 
have become totally impoverished. God grant that this beauti- 
ful idea, this heaven-inspired thought, this so eminently God- 
pleasing work, of supporting a student who feels himself called 
to the sacred ministry, may inspire many generous hearts to 
contribute the necessary funds for a continuation of his studies. 

What a blessed consciousness: this or that young man can 
become a priest through my alms; daily he will remember me 
at the altar, daily he will pray for my loved ones! Could any 
alms be more pleasing to God! Christ will reward it a hun-. 
dredfold in this world, and will give life eternal in the next. 


A donation of $50000 will help a young man in Germany 
or Austria during his course in philosophy and theology, which 
covers a term of five to six years’ time. 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would be possible for 
them. This amount will defray the expenses of a theology 
student during the last few years of his studies. 

Others, again, by being sparing and economical, can lay 
aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That is sufficient to help toward 
the most necessary expenses of a student for one year in the 
seminary. 


Whoever wishes to adopt a student until he has attained 
the priesthood, may send us the offering. We will forward the 
donation or scholarship to the diocesan bishop or to the directors 
of the seminary who will apply it to the education of a worthy 
student. The scholarship should not be sent direct to the 
student, because the diocesan bishop and the seminary directors 
are responsible for the vocation of a candidate to the priesthood. 
Should the student at any time prove himself unworthy of his 
high calling, the bishop withdraws the scholarship and bestows 
it upon another who is worthy. In this way the donor is as- 
sured that his gift is being applied to the holy purpose for which 
he sacrificed his money. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write to you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy Mass. 
And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still 
more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you 
say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe me, 
this priest will be a most grateful son, he will be your joy 
and consolation especially at the hour of death. 
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Pitiable Need 


Convent of Our Lady of Charity, Austria, July 11, 1925. 
Dear Rev. Father Lukas and Our dear kind Benefactors: 

Repeatedly during past years, we have been privileged to experience 
the help and support of your generous charity. What would have become of our 
community without it? This deep; grateful consciousness lives on and on in our 
hearts and in our fervent prayers. Oh, how often is not the name of Rev. Father 
Lukas mentioned to our dear Lord, especially in those moments of grace after 
Holy Communion and during Holy Mass. It is then we remind Him of all your 
noble charity and generosity, and entreat Him, for the sake of His Divine Heart 
and of His Precious Blood, to bestow on you a Divine recompense. 

Surely, I may tell you in confidence that, just during these last weeks, as I 
have been studying where to find help, the thought comes to me again and again 
in prayer, “Ask good Rev. Father Lukas.” In the letter which we received from 
you some time ago, did you not, to our great consolation, state, that if God blessed 
the mites of the generous benefactors you would remember us again in the future? 

Trusting, therefore, in your word, and convinced of your great kindness, I 
venture to place before you my cares and troubles, and to ask you fervently and 
humbly for help. You will probably have learned from general reports that, on 
the whole, conditions in Austria have not yet made any change for the better in 
economical affairs, as is proved by the exorbitant taxes and expenses, which make 
a reduction in prices impossible, and rather raise them still more. This forces us 
to desperate efforts to secure even our daily bread for so many children. And the 
Good Shepherd is sending us so very many children who knock and ask for ad- 
mittance to our St. Joseph House of Refuge. Yes, our dear holy father, St. 
Joseph, has, no doubt, a hard time with us, trying to fulfill his office of porter! 

But now, for the fall, when the purchase of the winter supply of potatoes, 
fuel and other provisions all require extra sums, we must, besides, think of re- 
pairing our heating apparatus. Year after year it has been postponed, but now it 
must be done, otherwise we could not heat the house this winter, for the boiler is 
burnt through so that it would stand no more firing, and must be replaced. The 
cost of a new boiler and the most necessary repairs of the heating system, to which 
nothing has been done for more than ten years, will amount to about 80 million 
crowns. You can imagine, then, dear Rev. Father, how we feel. Where shall we 
raise these sums? We toil and work in every way to earn something, and then 
trust in the help of Divine Providence. But how hard it is to see the urgent 
need, and know that we should order, and yet, not have wherewith to pay. 

On the alms of charity rests sc bounteously the blessing of God, which Your 
Reverence must have amply experienced as well as those noble-hearted souls who, 
upon your call for help, open heart and hand to you. We, on our part, pray un- 
ceasingly for all these dear benefactors in distant America, that the good God may 
bless them abundantly and may not permit them to grow weary in their benevolence. 

Please, oh, please, dear Rev. Father, do help us! Even if it cannot be done 
immediately, if only we have the assurance that we may count upon your help, 
then we can proceed and order the new boiler. 

With great confidence we will invoke the help of our holy Father and Founder 
St. John Eudes, whom Holy Church has recently, on the feast of Pentecost, re- 
ceived into the ranks of the saints, that he may bless Your Reverence and be a 
powerful support in your great works of Christian charity. Dear Rev. Father, you 
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won't take it ill of us, will you, for thus annoying you with our cares and troubles? 
The good God will reward and recompense you a thousand fold for all you have 
already done for our support and assistance, and what you may still do for us. 

Once more, let us assure you of our fervent prayers, and likewise our kind, 
generous benefactors one and all, with whom we share all our merits. 

In the name of the Sacred Heart, of our dear Heavenly Mother and of our 
father, St. Joseph, I present my fervent petition to your noble priestly heart, 
humbly begging also the spiritual alms of your mementos at Holy Mass and 
your priestly blessing. 1n profound respect, I sign myself 

Your deeply grateful, Sr. M. Ignatia, Superior. 


Reverend and dear Father, K. Austria, Aug. 15, 1925. 


What sweet joy was experienced at mere sight of the envelope 
from Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri. From the good Father 
Lukas, whispered an interior voice. And then, on opening it, as I 
caught sight of the draft a fervent act of gratitude toward God and 
toward you, Rev. Father and the dear benefactors who brought the 
many sacrifices, welled up from my inmost heart. Our Savior knows 
how to reward, and Him we will ask to do so most generously. 

O dear Rev. Father! for a long time I was worried, lest you should 
have been displeased. It is true, I could not think in what way I had 
done so, except by being troublesome to you again and again. Now 
the stone is lifted from my heart, and I thank God for it. 

On the day on which I received your precious letter, I had received 
a bill of 19 million crowns (now 1900 Shillings). It was for the bare 
necessaries of life: flour, barley, rice and oatmeal for ourselves and 
the orphan children. Showing St. Joseph the bill, I asked him whether 
he, too, was displeased, since he had not helped us for so long in any 
special manner. And behold! your 350 shillings arrived to cover a 
part of the debt; the remainder is still waiting for St. Joseph. 

I wish your Reverence could see our orphan girls — how good 
and diligent they are! They help at laying bricks, as painters, car- 
penters and locksmiths, and they work like day-laborers wherever it 
is needed. And all this with scanty food; generally only one cooked 
meal a day, in order to save fuel. They look so pale. We do what we 
can, but clothing is also indispensable. 

Once more we thank you from the depths of our soul, and beg you 
not to forget us with our Divine Savior, and to remain our friend. 


Most respectfully yours, Sister M. Augustine of Jesus. 


Rev. P. Lukas, Carmel, Rheinland. 

We received your consoling letter with the sacred alms and thank you 
with deep gratitude. Our dear, good Mother is in great perplexity; she cannot 
sleep from sheer anxiety. A few days ago we received our tax bill: it reads 2123 
gold mark, about $500.00. She does not know where to get so much money. Re- 
peatedly we have petitioned for a reduction, but in vain. 

The responsibility to provide food and clothing seems doubly urgent at the 
approach of winter. We receive no alms at all here, and our poor Mother is so 
overwhelmed with cares that she knows not what to do. To add to our misfo-- 
tunes, our poor little Carmel is heavily mortgaged. In this extreme need, we turn 
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to our “provident father” in America. Dear Father, would it not be possible to 
you, to relieve the oppressing cares of our dear Mother, so that she will not suc- 
cumb to the burden? Surely there are some generous souls in America who, for 
love of the new saint, our Little Teresa of the Child Jesus, will be willing to help 
us. We know that very many have a tender devotion to the dear little saint. We 
pray for you and all our benefactors; you may be assured of that. In profound 
respect I remain, Your humble daughter in our Lord, 
Sister M. Agnes. 


Your Double Gain 


It is most edifying to behold the faith of our good Catholic 
people in the Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass. They realize, at 
least to some extent, its wonderful power, for when they wish 
to present their own dear departed ones with a royal gift, they 
know nothing compares with having Holy Masses offered for 
them. When they wish to incline God’s mercy for the con- 
version of loved ones, they plead through the Holy Mass. 
When they implore heaven’s blessing on an undertaking, they 
seek to obtain it through Holy Masses. When they desire to 
show their gratitude for a favor received, they thank Almighty 
God by having Holy Masses offered. When they feel drawn 
to honor our Savior, His Holy Mother or the saints, they know 
that the greatest act of praise is the Sacrifice’ of the Mass. 

Today a wonderful opportunity presents itself... Your 
Mass stipends by being forwarded to needy priests in Central 
Europe merit for you not only the graces of the All-holy 
Sacrifice, but also the incomparable reward of charity. Great 
need, bitterly felt need prevails among the clergy and religious 
orders in many parts of Austria and Germany. Many of them 
have a small income and can barely buy Mass wine and 
candles. Have many Masses offered, dear reader! Mass 
stipends will be promptly forwarded to Bishops and Superiors 
of religious orders in Central Europe if sent to: — 

Rev. P. Lukas, O.S. B. or 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





CONTENTS—OCTOBER, 1925 


The Holy Eucharist as Sacrifice — The Holy Rosary — “Now and at the 
Hour of Our Death’ — More Prayer! — Mary’s Shepherd Boy — St. Alphonsus’ 
Devotion to Mary Our Lady of Lujan — St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother — 
Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony— A Heaven-Inspired Thought — Pitiable 
Need — Your Double Gain. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


This prayer-book for children is daily winning favor. Parents and teachers 
who have seen this prayer-book declare it is the best they have ever found for 
children. The little ones themselves are delighted with the simple, beautiful 
prayers. One teacher writes that her little pupils are so attracted by its “sweet 
language” and “lovely thoughts,” that they take the book out at recess. 


A priest of a Cathedral Parish writes: ‘“‘In a recent order 
for booklets, I requested several copies of ‘Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children.’ I was so charmed with the beautiful make-up and 
the appealing devotions of this little prayer-book for children that I 
wish you to send me roo more immediately. It is the first real 
children’s prayer-book that I have yet discovered.”’ 


A teacher: ‘‘I have always tried to instil into the hearts of my pupils 
a love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, but | never found a suitable 
book to place in their hands which would attract them to visit our Lord in 
the Tabernacle during the day. At length I have the long-looked-for book 
in ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children.’ The greatest pleasure | can 
give the little ones for being good is to let them make a visit and speak to 
Jesus in the sweet words of the Visits of this prayer-book.”’ 


Jesus in the Kearts of Little @hildren is a complete prayer-book. It is 
printed in clear, large type on best paper. It contains sixteen appropriate 
pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, clear explanation of 
each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. Besides the usual 
prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Art cloth binding; colors: black, blue or rose. Price 25 cts. 





Our Rosaries 


Gold chain, assorted colors, small beads : - - $2.00 

” ” ” ” large ” a “ a 2. 50 
Large steel beads, steel chain - - : - 0.35 
Medium small oval cocoa beads, which please all - - 0.35 
Large oval beads - - - - - - 0.40 
Black cocoa beads, suitable fur all - - - - 0.50 


Special — Medium cocoa beads, a handy rosary that pleases 
young and old, an artistic scapular medal center connec- 
tion and a beautiful crucifix attached - - - 0.60 
When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 





Hanging Crucifixes — in Real Ebony 


Oxidized Corpus 8% in. $1.50; 6% in. $0.90 
™ as 3 in. 0.35; 4% in. 0.60 


Crucifixes will be enriched with the indulgences of the stations and of the dying. 





Washington, D. @. “Kindly send me another set of twenty copies of Back 
Numbers of Tabernacle and Purgatory. 1 was much pleased with the group I 
received, they are soconsoling to read and contain very beautiful, artistic pictures.” 


Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Mary, Mother of God 
Contents: Mary’s sanctity and great- 
ness — The august Mystery of the In- 
carnation — The Annunciation — The 
charming perfection of Mary — Her 
seven joys on earth; her joys in heaven. 


Mary, Our Mother 
The tender compassion of our Mother 
for her children — Mary our refuge, 
our consoler in affliction, our guide to 
sanctity — The holy name of Mary, its 
sweetness in life, its power in death. 


Devotion to Mary 
A sign of predestination — The Immac- 
ulate Conception — Images of the 
Blessed Virgin — The blue scapular — 
Prayers. A man writes: “Such grand 
reading is nourishing and refreshing for 
soul, body and mind.” 


DeMonfort’s Devotion to Mary 
The secret of transformation through 
Mary. A man from Canada says: ‘‘It 


is almost like conversing with the 
Heavenly Mother... I love to read in 
the little book just an hour or so before 
retiring, because it is so consoling. 
Above booklets 10 cents each 


The Blessed Virgin 











Under Mary’s Mantle 
The powerful patronage of Mary — Un- 


der Mary's mantle in childhood — How 
to consecrate children to Mary: every 
mother should read this — Under Mary’s 
mantle in the trials of life; in the last 
hour: in heaven. 10 cents each 





Library — 70 cents 


The Rosary, My Treasure 





Its interesting explanations and stories 
will give you a better understanding of 
the rosary. A Dominican Father: ‘“‘I 
find it the simplest and most satisfying 
pamphlet I have read. It is so practicai 
and sweet that I feel it must be doing a 
great deal of good in the way of fostering 
love for the holy rosary.” 
Above booklet 10 cents each 


Communion Devotions in Union with 
Mary 

Contains a Communion Mass and many 
beautiful devotions. A man writes: ‘‘I 
think it is the grandest thing I ever read 
to help one to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament right.” A nun: “‘I find so 
much consolation in saying those most 
beautiful prayers !” 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 


Explains how this devotion is a source 

of grace and comfort to all Christians. 

Promises of our Lord to those who ven- 

erate the dolors of His Mother. Prayers. 
Above booklets 5 cents each 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








